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brave veterans? We probably would live in a
country where we were not free at all. We
couldn’t go to school and get a good edu-
cation for our futures. We couldn’t go to the
church we wanted or go to church at all. We
probably couldn’t choose our jobs or even our
marriages!

“The brave veterans who risked their lives
and health to fight to keep us free are perhaps
some of the bravest people in our proud
American history. They keep us and our rights
safe and free from oppression, such as com-
munism and tyranny.

“We have Veterans Day to honor the brave
men and women who fought to keep us and
our country free. We have two minutes of si-
lence on Veterans Day called the ‘Great Si-
lence,” where we remember everybody who
fought (and died) for our freedom. My Boy
Scout troop marches in a parade for Veterans
Day and throws candy to the parade watchers
(and sometime we pick up candy on the road
for ourselves!).

“On Veterans Day | feel proud to be living
in America, where our noble veterans serve in
the Armed forces to keep our country free.
How do you feel on Veterans Day?”

Lauren Menges shared these thoughts:
“Veterans Day is a day set aside to honor
America’s servicemen and women for their pa-
triotism, love of their country, and willingness
to sacrifice for our freedom. A veteran is any-
one who has served in the armed forces, such
as: Army, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, or Air
Force.

“Veterans Day used to be called Armistice
Day. It honored the signing of the Armistice
that ended World War | on November 11,
1918. The end of the war took place on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the elev-
enth month of 1918 with the German signing
of the Armistice. It was declared a legal holi-
day on May 13, 1938, and was officially de-
clared Veterans Day on November 11. Some
people celebrate with a parade. Most schools
have the day off. And other countries cele-
brate by observing two minutes of silence at
11:00.

“I have several family members who served
in the military. My great uncle, Gordon Moniz,
served in the Korean War, and my uncle,
Bryan Menges, served during Operation
Desert Storm. My first cousin, Joshua
Menges, graduated last year from West Point
and is now actively serving his country. | love
that my family members served in the military.
| am grateful for all the veterans and for their
bravery.

“I would like to quote from a poem by Linda
Ellis called ‘Mommy, What is a Veteran?’ ‘How
do you describe a veteran and the sacrifices
they made so that you and your children’s
children could live free . . .and unafraid? How
do you describe a veteran for a child’s sake?
You say: A veteran is a person to whom we
owe every breath we take.””

Also, we heard a statement from Maddie
McCauley: “To many people, Veterans Day is
special. Veterans Day all started on November
11, 1919, as Armistice Day. Armistice Day
was to celebrate the first anniversary of World
War |. Armistice Day was to honor all the
brave soldiers who fought in World War |,
keeping the United States safe. Now, Vet-
erans Day is to honor all the brave souls who
fought in all wars, who gave us our freedom,
which many people elsewhere do not have.

“Veterans Day is celebrated with speeches,
parades, special church services or cere-
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monies, visiting graves, and having the Great
Silence. Many people visit the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. This tomb holds the body of
a U.S. soldier who was killed in battle. Nobody
knew who this fearless man was.

“Veterans Day to me is an important holi-
day. | do have a few veterans in my family.
My Great-Grandpa Hal was a fighting ace in
the Air Force for many years. My family and
| hang our American flag from our house. We
also wear red, white, and blue to honor Amer-
ica. | think of many soldiers who endured
many tough days away from their family fight-
ing. | think, ‘Thank you for all you have suf-
fered just to keep us free and safe.””

Katy, Liam, Lauren, Maddie, and their class-
mates, even at their young age, understand
the sacrifices made by our veterans. | was
glad they were able to participate in the cere-
mony alongside other public officials, and the
many veterans who were on hand.

Together, we all thanked the families of
three St. Mary’s County fallen heroes for their
sons’ service and sacrifice. SPC Raymond J.
Faulstich Jr. and CPL Matthew Wallace gave
their lives serving in Iraq, and SGT Ryan Pat-
rick Baumann fell in combat in Afghanistan.
We also applauded a recently-returned
wounded warrior, Thomas Caleb Getscher,
who lost both legs and part of an arm in Af-
ghanistan. Patuxent Habitat for Humanity will
soon be helping to renovate his home to make
it more accessible.

In their memory, and in honor of the vet-
erans who returned home, we continue to re-
commit ourselves every Veterans Day to
meeting our obligations to those who served
our nation and put their lives on the line for
the freedoms we hold dear.

———

A TRIBUTE TO CHARLENE
PHILLIPS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Charlene Phillips, a native New
Yorker with a passion for helping others
through non-profit means.

Ms. Phillips was educated in the New York
City Public School system. She attended Long
Island University where she received an Asso-
ciate’s Degree in Liberal Arts and a Bachelor
of Arts Degree. She graduated with Honors,
Suma Cum Laude.

Ms. Phillips is the District Manager for Com-
munity Board 3, a position she has held since
January 2006. She began working for the
Community Board in December of 2004. Ms.
Phillips has always enjoyed assisting people
and felt that she would be able to live her pas-
sion through her position of helping at the
Community Board. She has managed for the
past 15 years to work in the field of service
provider to the community through diverse
non-profit organizations.

Prior to coming to Community Board 3, she
worked in the office of Attorney Kimberly L.
Detherage, again providing service to those of
our community. Ms. Phillips possesses a hum-
ble spirit and is rarely seen in the forefront. In
the 1990s she worked for a church where she
provided services to the congregants, often
utilizing the services of the Community Board

November 17, 2011

and its former District Manager. Later, she
worked for an organization, The Faith Center
for Community Development, which special-
ized in capacity building for organizations with-
in the faith-based community to enhance the
communities around them through areas of
housing, day care, and multi-service facilities.

In addition to her work at the Community
Board, Ms. Phillips is very active in her
church. Her activities include singing in the
choir, teaching children in Sunday School, and
she also worked with the Female Rites of Pas-
sage Program for young ladies between the
ages of 12—-18 for twelve years. She has re-
cently become a Deacon in Brooklyn Commu-
nity Church.

Ms. Phillips believes that God places you in
diverse circumstances to allow you to fully un-
derstand exactly where you should be and
what you should be doing.

Ms. Phillips’ motto is: “If she can help
someone as she passes along this way; then
her living will truly not be in vain.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Ms.
Charlene Phillips for her extraordinary ability
to serve her fellow constituents with unwaver-
ing dedication.

———

GREATER NEW BEDFORD SALUTES
THE VERY REV. CONSTANTINE S.
BEBIS

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
on October 30th, one of the great leaders of
Southeastern Massachusetts retired—not from
our community, but in his official capacity as
the Pastor of St. George Greek Orthodox
Church. His retirement comes to some extent
as a loss to our community, although after 58
years of superb service, no one can begrudge
him that step. But we do not believe he will be
retiring from the extraordinarily important role
he has played in the life of the community at
large.

Father Bebis was a man of great enthu-
siasm for life, deep learning and an example
or religion in its very best sense. To be with
him was to draw strength from him, to be in-
spired and cheered by him, and to feel lucky
to be one of the countless people whom he
treated as friends.

Mr. Speaker, in the New Bedford Standard
Times, Saturday, October 29th, Linda Andrade
Rodrigues wrote a very thoughtful piece that
captures the spirit of Father Bebis and the
love that people in our region have for him. |
ask that this be printed here.

[From Southcoast Today, Oct. 29, 2011]
‘HE HAS ILLUMINED OUR MINDS, DEEPENED

OUR SOULS, ENLARGED OUR HEARTS’: THE

VERY REV. CONSTANTINE S. BEBIS RETIRES

AFTER 58 YEARS AS PASTOR

(By Linda Andrade Rodrigues)

DARTMOUTH, NH.— The Very Rev. Con-
stantine S. Bebis, the beloved pastor of St.
George Greek Orthodox Church for the past
58 years, will officially retire on Oct. 30, cele-
brating his last Sunday service as
‘“‘proistamenos’’.

Born on the isle of Crete, Bebis never
dreamed that he would someday come to
America. As a young boy, he lived in
Pireaus, Greece, with his widowed mother
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